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1 TH E S's, "Iv. 8 


FoR IT WE BELIEVE THAT JESUS DIED 
AND ROSE AGAIN, EVEN SO THEM. ALSO 
WHICH SLEEP IN JESUS Will Gop 
BRING WITH HIM, 


HE reign and triumph. of death in our 
world is a fight exceedingly awful 
and affecting. This enemy, without any di- 
ſtinction of rank or character, has, in every 
age, made dreadful havock among the human 
race. It has ſwept away one generation after 
another. The fathers! where are they? 
* and the Prophets! do they Jive for ever?“ 
It 1s every day cutting down around us, one 
and another of the preſent generation, and 
ere long, it will come to each of us, to change 
our countenances, and to ſend us down into 
the duſt, out of time into eternity, - - 
S .+ But 
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But, amidſt a ſcene ſo dark and gloomy, 
ſo full of diſtreſs and horror, is there no ray 
of light, no gleam of hope, no ſource of 
comfort, to chear and ſolace us? Yes; thanks 
be to God, there 1s; and the conſolation 
ſprings from his free and abundant mercy in 
Chriſt, and is diſplayed and ſhines in his holy 
word. To that word, therefore, we ſhould 
have recourſe, amidſt the ravages of death, 
and againſt the fears of it. . 

The ſacred volume informs us, how death 
came into this lower creation; and declares 
it to be the wages and the fruit of fin. It 
exhibits this account of 1ts origin and pre- 
valency. By one man,” even the firſt man 
Adam, © ſin entered into the world, and 
death by ſin; and ſo death paſſed upon all 
„men, for that all haye ſinned”, But, 
while the word of God thus acquaints us 
with the entrance of death, it reveals and 
points out to us a great and glorious deli- 
verer from it; even Jeſus Chriſt, © the Lord 
* from heaven,” © the ſecond Adam,” 
© who was delivered for our offences, and 
te raiſed again for our juſtiſication, and who 
has hereby © aboliſhed death, and brought 
© life and immortality to light.“ To this re- 
deemer, therefore, and to his ſalvation we 
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ſhould turn our eyes, that from him we may 
derive that ſupport which we need under the 
loſs of our friends by death, and in the pro- 
ſpect of our own approaching diſſolutidn. 

| Accordingly, to this ſaviour and to his re- 
demption the penman of our text diretts his 
chriſtian friends, who were much diſtreſſed 
by the breaches which deathhadmade in their 
ſociety, for that conſolation which in ſuch 
circumſtances was neceſſary and proper, and 
which is the moſt full and animating that 
can be defired or even imagined. 

The church of the Theſſalonians, to which 
this epiſtle was written, had, it ſeems, been 
lately deprived of ſome of its dear and valu- 
able members, ſuch, it is probable, as were 
eminent for their piety, gifts and uſefulneſs 
among them. With this loſs they were much 
affected, and lamented it in a manner and to a 
degree which was immoderate and unbecom- 
ing. As aplainintimation of this, the apoſtle, in 
the verſe preceding the text, addreſſes them 
thus; © I would not have you to be 1gnorant, 
© brethren, concerning them which areaſleep, 
* that ye ſorrow not, even as others which have 
* no hope.” To convince them, that they had 
no cauſe thus to mourn, but abundant rea- 
ſons on the contrary to be comforted, he adds 
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the words, to which I wiſh particularly to 
engage your attention,. — Fox IF WE BELIEVE 
THAT JESUS DIED AND ROSE AGAIN, EVEN 
SO THEM ALSO WHICH SLEEP IN JESUS, 
WILL GOD BRING WITH HIM; and than 
this, he could not have ſuggeſted any thing 
more ſupporting and joyful, as will appear, 
if we duly conſider it. 

In this paſſage, we have the following di- 
ſtinct and leading parts. I. An important 4 
declaration concerning Jſeſus- HE IE D 
AND ROSE AGAIN. II. A delightful account 
of the pious dead—THEY SLEEP IN JESUS; 

AND GoD WILL BRING THEM WITH HIM. 
And III. The abſolute certainty and aſſured 
hope of the one of theſe argued from the 
firm perſuaſion and truth of the other. Theſe 
three branches of the text I will attempt to 
illuſtrate, in their order, and after that, cloſe 
with an improvement of them ſuitable to the 
reſent mournful ſolemnity. ; 

I. Let us begin with conſidering es im- ) 
portant declaration which the text contains 
concerning our Lord Jeſus.— HE DIED AND 
ROSE AGAIN. 

We are depraved and guilty creatures, while ; 
God our Maker and Lord is an infinitely juſt ; 
and holy being. As this 1s the caſe, we = 


can. derive from him no hope or comfort, ; 
either i 
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E 
either reſpecting ourſelves or our deceaſed 
friends, but what comes to us through Jeſus 
the Mediator, who © has made peace by the 
* blood of his Croſs,” and now © lives,“ to 
apply the redemption which he has thereby 
obtained. As a proof of this, the apoſtle, in 
comforting the Theſſalonians, begins with 
making mention of Jeſus the Mediator, and 
lays the foundation of what he deſigned to 
ſuggeſt in what Jeſus had ſuffered and done. 
With this view, he takes notice of two things 
relating to him, both exceedingly 1mportant, 
from which the hope and comfort he was to 
adminiſter neceſſarily flowed—that HE DIED, 
and that Hz ROSE AGAIN. 

1. We are here reminded, that JESUS 
DIED; and this is, an aſſertion, though moſt 
aſtoniſhing, certainly true, and no leſs inter- 
eſting and joyful than aſtoniſhing and certain. 

Our Lord Jeſus was a divine perſon; the 
only begotten and the well beloved Son of 
God; the Lord of life and of glory. And did 
a perſonage of ſo ſublime and dignified a 
character ſuſſer death, did he ſtoop fo low 
as to be laid in the duſt, great, © great with- 
* out controverly, is this myſtery of godli- 
* neſs!” However, amazing as it is, this is 
true. He who was the © Son of God,” taking 
upon him our nature, became the Son 
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* of man,” and, in this aſſumed nature, he 


was capable of dying, under a ſentence of 


mortality, and actually ſuffered the ex- 
ecution of it. Nor, did Jeſus only die, but 


he was © put to death,” and the death which 


he endured was the worſt that could be, the 
moſt ignominious, painful, and accurled, 
even, © the death of the croſs.” 

And, how came Jeſus thus to die? It was 
not for any evil which he himſelf had done, 
for he was “the juſt,” and © the holy one 
* of God,” © who knew no fin,” but, as he 
aſſumed our nature, ſo he placed himſelf in 
our ſtead, took upon him our guilt, and en- 

ged to make an atonement for it; thence 
it was, that, he died and endured ſuch a 
death. And while this increaſes the wonder 
of his death, what good tidings of great 
joy“ does it“ bring” to us, whom he ſo 
loved as to lay down his life for us, and as to 
become, for a while, a priſoner in the grave on 
our account; for as he died ſo he was buried! 

Now, did Jeſus thus die for us; and was 
he, on our account laid in the grave, how 
greatly ſhould this reconeile us to the thoughts 
of dying, and to the proſpett of lying 
down in that bed of duſt, in which he has 
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lain before us, and which he has divinely 
ſanctified and perfumed! 

2. We are here, further, reminded, that, 
as Jeſus died, ſo nE ROSE AGAIN; and this 1s 
an addition no leſs certain, equally import- 
ant, and which advances our hope and com- 
pletes our joy. 

It was neceſſary, in order to anſwer 
the godlike purpoſes which he had in view, 
that, Jclus ſhould die and be buried, but, it 
was no ways neceſſary, that, he ſhould con- 
tinue for ever, or even long, under the power 
of death, yea, it was, on the contrary, ne- 
ceſſary, abſolutely neceſſary, that, he ſhould riſe 
again, and riſe ſoon, accordingly, riſe again 
he did, and that on the third day from his 
death, nor did he ever“ ſee corruption.“ 

His enemies, indeed, did all that they eould to 
prevent che reſurrection of Jeſus; and among 
other methods to which they had recourſe 
for that purpoſe, this was one, they rolled a 
great ſtone to the door of the ſepulchre, 
but, as“ one juſtly obſerves, © they might as 
* well have rolled that ſtone to the eaſt, to 
prevent the riſing of the ſun,” for it was 
not poſſible, that, a perſon of his divine dig- 
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nity and infinite merits © could be holden of 
death,“ or detained in the grave, and 
therefore he ſoon burſt their bands aſunder, 
and triumphed in a moſt glorious as well as 
ſpeedy reſurrection. 

As afulldemonſtration of this, Jeſus“ ſhew- 
ed himſelf alive, after his paſſion, to his diſ- 
*- ciples, by many infallible proofs, being ſeen 
* of them forty days, eating, drinking, and 
diſcourſing in their preſence. Indeed, taken 
in all its circumſtances, never was any fact 
better or ſo well atteſted; for, not only were 
all the apoſtles of Jeſus witneſſes of liis reſur- 
rection, but ſo was alſo the Holy Ghoſt, 
whom God, through him, ſhed down upon 
them in his miraculous gifts and powers, 

We read, in other places of ſcripture, that, 
Jeſus was raiſed from the dead by the power 
of God the Father, but, it is ſaid here, that, 
as he died, ſo HE ROSE AGAIN; and this 
may import, that as his death was voluntary 
and an act of his own, ſo certainly was his 
reſurrection. This was, in fact, the caſe; 
for hear how he himſelf ſpeaks concern- 
ing both. I lay down my life, that, I may 
e take it again. No man taketh it from me, 


put Ilay it down of myſelf: I have power to 
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lay it down, and I have power to take it 
* up again.“ 

Nor did Jeſus only rife again, but he 
roſe to the poſſeſſion of immortal life; and 
in this reſpect, he was, as he is {tyled, © the 
„ firſt born from the dead,” and © the brit 
* begotten of the dead,” ior, though ſome 
were railed before him, yet, they all were 
raiſed to die again, whereas he was raiſed to 
the enjoyment of eternal life, and was the 
firſt who was ſo raiſed. Agreeably to this, 
his apoſtle ſays; © Chrilt being raiſed from 
* the dead dieth no more, death hath no 
* more domimion over him.” And Jeſus 
himſelf ſpeaks thus, © I am he that liveth 
and was dead, and behold I am alive tor 
« ever more!“ 

And how happy 1s it for us, as well as 
honourable to him, that Jeſus who died thus 
role again; for it was for us that he roſe as 
well as died! His reſurrection is a proof, 
that, he has paid our debt, and perſectly fi- 
niſhed the work which his father gave him 
to perform on earth ; ſo that, becauſe he lives 
we {hall live alſo, 

Such then 1s the meaning and truth of the 
important declaration concerning Jeſus which 
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the text contains. And having attended to 
the firſt, let us now proceed 

II. To conſider the ſecond branch of the 
text, the delightful account which it gives us 
of the pious n SLEEP IN JESUS, 
now, and Gop WILL BRING THEM WITH 
HIM hereafter. 

When our dear friends and relatives who 
% die in the Lord” are taken from us, we are 
naturally prone to reflect and enquire, what 
is become of them; what ſtate they 
are in; and whether we ſhall ſee them again ? 
It ſeems that enquiries of this kind em- 
ployed the thoughts of the Theſſalonians, 
with regard to their deceaſed brethren, 
and, that not being able to reſolve them, 
either, through want of fully underſtanding, 
or of properly attending to, the doctrines of 
the goſpel, they were immoderate ia their ſor. 
row tor the loſs of them, On this account, 
and in order to chear and ſolace their de- 
ſponding hearts, the apoſtle here tells them, 
that, their chriſtian brethren, whoſe death 
they lamented, were aſleep in Jeſus, and. 
that God would bring them with him. 

Now, this, which was true of them, 1s 
equally true of all the pious dead, no conſi- 


derations then can be better adapted than 
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are theſe two, to ſupport and comfort us 
under the loſs of them; as will be clearly 
ſeen, from unfolding a little the import of 
8 

1. The pious dead are ASLEEP IN JESUS;, 
and this which is now their condition is in 
all reſpects a very happy one. 

They are ASLEEP; and this is to be under- 
ſtood, not as referring to their ſouls, which 
are alive and awake, and full of vigour and 


joy, but as relating to their bodies only. 


To diſpel the darkneſs and terrors of death, 
to give us a pleaſing view of it, and to re- 
concile us to it, in much kindneſs and mercy, 
God, in his word, repreſents the ſituation into 
which it brings us, as a ſleep; a repreſenta- 
tion both natural and juſt. For, as in ſleep, 
men do not ceaſe to exiſt, but only ſink into a 
ſtate of reſt, from which in the morning 
they awake refreſhed and ſtrengthened, in 
like manner, the bodies of the righteous are 
not, loſt, they only reſt from their labours, 
their toils and ſufferings, and enjoy ſweet re- 
poſe in the boſom of the earth and in the 
loftened bed of the grave, till the morning 
of the reſurrection, when they ſhall awake 
and come forth with renewed ſtrength and 
vigour ; and thus to fall aſlecp, after having 

paſſed 
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paſſed through the wearitome day of life, is 
no imall initance of happmiets. In ihis light 
tice ſcripture ſpeaks of it, ior, an apoſtle of 
Chriſt aſſures us, that © he heard a voice 
& from heaven, winch ſaid, write, bleiſed 
* arc the dead which die in the Lord; that 
6 they _ reſt ſrom their labours.“ 

While the pious dead thus ſleęp, it is here 
added, that they ſlecp Ix Iunsus; a circum— 
ſtance this, which is repeatedly mentioned 
in ſcripture. It is there applied to the righ- 
teous, as that which is peculiar to them, and 
which diſtinguiſhes them from che wicked in 
their death; and the meaning of it ſcems to be 
this, that they perſevere in the faith of Jeſus, 
—thatthey die at his command, under the di- 
rection of his providence, and committing 
themſelves to his care and keeping—that, 
they continue in a ſtate of union with him, 
and ſleep, as it were, in his arms—and, 
that they are under his ſpecial notice and 
protection, who watches over their duſt till 
it ſhall riſe again. And thus to ſleep in Jeſus, 
how ſaſe and happy is it! 

But this, though much, is not all, no nor 
the beſt of their condition; while the bodies 
of the ſaints thus ſleep in Jeſus, their ſouls are 
preſent with him, where he is; for the text 
informs us, that GOD WILL BRING WITH 
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Irsus THOSE WHO SLEEP IN HIM; and 
this ſuppoſes, that they are now preſent with 
Jeſus, which they certainly are, and, in con- 
ſequence of 1t, lughly bleſſed. 

At death, when the bodies of the ſaints 
deſcend into the grave, their ſouls, having 
left them, are taken under the care of guar- 
dian angels, who conduct them to their fa- 
ther's houſe in the heavens, whither Jeſus 
their fore-runner 1s gone to prepare a place for 
them, and where they are preſented to him, 
welcomed into his preſence, admitted to 
dwell with him, and made partakers of his 
dignity and joy. 

Agreeable tothis, we read, that, when the 
godly © beggar” Lazarus © died,” © he was 
carried by the angels into Abrahams bo- 
ſom' that, the dying Jeſus ſaid to the 
penitent thief who was crucified with him, 
* to day ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe” — 


that, the firſt chriſtian martyr © Stephen,” 


when expiring under a {ſhower of ſtones, © cal- 
* Ied upon God, and ſaid, Lord Jeſus receive 
* my ſpirit'—that the apoſtle declared“ we 
% know, that, if our ezrthly houſe of this ta- 
© bernacle were diſſolved, we have a building 
* of God, an houſe not made with hands, eter- 
nal in thcheavens,” and added“ being confi- 
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dent of this, we are willing rather to be 
« abſent from the body, and to be preſent 
« with the Lord.” And, for the fouls of the 
ſaints to be preſent with Chriſt in heaven, 
while their bodies are fleeping in the duſt of 
the earth, how great an honour and felicity 
is it! They ſin no more, nor ſorrow any 
more; are made perfect in holineſs ; enjoy 
the beſt ſociety ; engage in the nobleſt em- 
ployments, behold their God and ſaviour 
face to face, and partake of the moſt ra- 
viſhing joys: Hence it was, that the apoſtle 
had a deſire to depart and to be with Chrift,” 
as that which he knew would be © far better” 
than a continuance in this world. 

2. As tlie pious dead now ſleep in Jeſus, 
ſo there is a day coming when GOD wiLL 
BRING THEM WITH JESUs, This the 
apoſtle in the text poſitively aſſerts. Now, 
this ſuppoles, that there is a period approach- 
ing, when God will bring Jeſus himſelf, as 
it is affirmed, that he will bring hispeople with 
him; and both are events which will aſſuredly 
take place. 

There is a day approaching, when God 
will BRING JEsus. Many ages ago, in the 
fulneſs of time, God ſent forth his Son“ 
into this our world, to purchaſe redemption 
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for his choſen, and when Chriſt had finiſh« 
ed this buſineſs, he received him up into 
heaven, and adranded him there to the high- 
eſt dignity and bleſſedneſs, but at the end of 
time, he will bring Jeſus again into this lower 
creation, to judge the world, and to com- 
plete the ſalvation of his people; and when 
he thus appears the ſecond time, he ſhall be 
ſeen in far different circumſtances from thoſe 
in which he was ſeen at his firſt coming. 
At firſt, Jeſus came in the likeneſs of man, 
in the form of a ſervant,” © made himſelf 
* of no reputation, and © was deſpiſed and 
0 rejected” and crucified, but when he comes 
again, he will appear like himſelf, © in the 
& form of God,“ in his own glory,” and® in 
* his Fathers glory,” © with the clouds of hea- 
« yen,” © in flaming fire,” © ſeated on a great 
* white throne,” ſurrounded © with his 
“ mighty angels, when every eye ſhall 
© ſee him ;” and this will be a ſight magnifi- 
cent and divine, far beyond all our preſent 
conceptions, for which reaſon 1t 1s called 
* that bleſſed hope and the glorious appear- 
« ing of the great God and our ſaviour Jeſus 
« Chriſt.” 

But when God thus brings Jeſus, at the 


laſt day, ye wiLL BRING WITH, HIM all 
THOSE 


LW 1 
THOSE WHO NOW SLEEP IN HIM; and there 
are two reſpects in which God will do this, he 
will bring their ſouls with him down from 
heaven, and will bring their bodies up from 
the grave. 

When Jeſus comes again at the laſt day, 
by the order and commiſſion of God his Fa- 
ther, he will bring down with him from hea- 
ven the ſouls of all his people. This © Enoch, 
cc the ſeventh from Adam, foretold,” when 
he ſaid, © behold, the Lord cometh with ten 
ce thouſands of his ſaints; and the penman of 
our text, ſpeaking of the ſecond appearance 
of Chriſt, ſtyles it“ his coming with all his 
« ſaints.” 

At the ſame time that God brings their 
ſouls from heaven with Jeſus, he will, on 
the account of the merits of the ſaviour, 
and as an effe& of the virtue exerted by him, 
bring up the bodies of thoſe whoſleep in Jeſus 
out of their graves, agreeably to what we are 
told, in the verſes following the text; © the 
„Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven, 
* witha ſhout, with the voice of the archangel, 
* and with the trump of God, and the dead 
in Chrilt ſhall riſe, —and ſhall be caught up 
" together 1 in the clouds, to mect the Lord 


6 in the air.“ 
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No or, ſhall. thoſe who. ſleep in Jeſus only 
thus awake and ariſe at his ſecond coming; 
but, they ſhall come forth with bodies widely 
different from thoſe with which they now he 
down in the duſt; for then, ſhall Jeſus 
© change our vile body,” and then ſhall 
« this corruptible put on incorruption, and 
c this mortal immortality.” 

And, how great and aſtoniſhing. how di- 
vine and tranſporting, a ſight will this be; 
Chriſt the Redeemer appearing in all his glory, 
and all his ſaints appearing with him! How 
ſublime will be their dignity ! and how com- 
plete their bleſſedneſs ! and in what exalted 
ſtrains will all “the ranſomed of the Lord,” 
with their ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
tongues, join in ſinging this ſong of triumph, 
O death, where is thy ſting? O grave, 
ce where is thy victory? The {ting of death 
&« 1s fin, and the ſtrength of fin is the law, 
* but, thanks be to God who giveth us the 
© victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ;* 
and who can fully conceive or expreſs the 
melody, theſweet and delightful melody, with 
which heaven and earth ſhall reſound, when 
the grand chorus of all the aſſembled ſons of 
God ſhall thus ſing together and ſhout for 
Joy! 

E Such 
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Such is the import of that delightful ac- 
count which the text gives us of the pious 
dead; THEY SLEEP IN JESUS, now, and 
Gop WILL BRING THEM WITH HIM, here- 
after. Having unfolded this, let us now go- 
on 

III. To confider the laſt branch of the 
text ; the abſolute certainty and aſſured hope 
of God's bringing thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus 
with him, argued from the firm perſuaſion 
and unqueſtionable truth of the death and re- 
ſurrection of Jeſus, which is here expreſſed 
in this manner. If” or © ſince we believe, 
that Jeſus died and roſe again, even ſo 
them alſo who ſleep-in Jeſus will God bring 

with him.“ 

The firſt and great commandment of God, 
now under the goſpel, is faith in his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, particularly, faith in his death 
and reſurrection, as the two grand and funda- 
mental principles of his doctrine; for, ſays the 
apoſtle, the word of faith which we preach 

| is this, that, if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy 
= * mouth the Lord Jeſus and ſhalt believe in 
| * thine heart, that, God raiſed him from the 
& dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved; and this which 
is required of them is the actual attainment of 
all real Chriſtians, for, ſpeaking in their 
| name, 
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name, the apoſtle here declares.—* We bes 
* lieve that Jeſus died and roſe again.” 

Nor, does the apoſtle only affirm this, but, 
reaſoning from it, he adds, © if we believe, 
that, Jeſus died and roſe again, even ſo, &c.” 
i. e. ſince we have the moſt ſubſtantial evi- 
dence given us, and firmly credit the truth 
of the death and reſurrection of Chriſt, we 
muſt, of conſequence, firmly believe, and 
ought to reſt aſſured, that, them who ſleey 
in Jeſus, and are preſent with him in heaven, 
God will in like manner raiſe from the dead 
and bring with him, at the laſt day. And, that 
this is reaſoning moſt juſt and concluſive will 
evidently appear from attending to theſe two 
proofs of it. Jeſus died to deliver his people 
from death, and to purchaſe for them life; 
and he roſe again to ſecure to them a happy 
and glorious reſurrection at the end of time. 

1. Jeſus died to deliver his people from 
death, and to purchaſe for them life. 

As ſinners, we had forfeited the bleſſing 
of life, and rendered ourſelves obnoxious to 
the penalty of death, and we muſt have re- 

mained for ever under its power, had not 

Chriſt interpoſed in our favour; this, adored 
be his mercy and love! he graciouſly did, that 
we might not die, but live, and live for ever. 
Hence, ſpeaking of his people under the 
C 2 character 
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character of his ſheep, Jeſus himſelf fad, 
* I am come, that, they might have life and 
© that they might have it more abundantly. 
J am the good ſhepherd. The good ſhep- 
e herd giveth his life for the ſheep.” The 
writer of the epiſtle to the Hebrews inforins 
us, that, Chriſt took on him the ſeed of 
* Abraham,—that through death he might 
* deſtroy him who had the power of death, 
* and deliver them who through fear of death, 
© —yerealltheir liſe time ſubject to bondage.“ 
And ve read in the chapter following that 
which contains the text, that, God hath 
« not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain 
e ſalvation by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
died for us, that, whether we wake or ſleep, 
ce we ſhould live together with him.” 

And ſince Chriſt thus died, to redeem his 
people from death, and to obtain liſe for them, 
how certain is it, from hence, that they who 
ſleep in him have not periſhed, but, are 
made partakers of a better life with him in 
the celeſtial paradiſe! for his death had ſo 
much merit in it, as rendered it abundantly 
capable of anſwering this grand purpoſe for 
which he ſuffered it, and, therefore, triumph- 
ing in it, the apoſtle ſays, © who is he that 
* condemneth? It is Chriſt that _—_ 

2. AS 
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2. As Jeſus, after dying, roſe again, he 
aid this, to ſecure to his people a happy and 
glorious reſurrection, at the end of time. 

On our account, he roſe again as well as 
died; and, as he died, that we might hve, 
he roſe again, to aſſure us, that after death, 
we {hall alſo riſe, and be advanced to the full 
poſſeſhon of that everlaſting life which he has 
purchaſed for us. To this end he roſe from 
the dead, not as a private perſon, but as a 
publick repreſentative, even as the head of 
all his people, who are his body. And hence 
it follows, that there is a moſt cloſe connection 
between his reſurrection and theirs, and that 
his was a proof, an earneſt and a pledge of 
theirs. 

The truth of this Jeſus himſelf intimated, 
when he uttered theſe godlike words, © I am 
* the reſurrection and the life: he that believ- 
eth in me, though he were dead, yet, ſhall 
* he live; and wholoever liveth and believ- 
6 eth in me, ſhall never die.“ And his 
apoſtle poſitively aſſerts it, when he writes 
thus, but now is Chriſt riſen from the dead, 
and become the firſt fruits of them that 
« ſlept. Far, ſince by man came death, by 
* man came allo the reſurrection of the dead. 
© For, as in Adam all die, even fo in Chriſt 
% ſhall all be made alive. But every man in 
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ce his own order, Chriſt the firſt fruits; after« 
% wards they that are Chriſt's at his coming.” 

As ſurely therefore, as Chriſt aroſe from 
the dead, ſhall all true believers in him be 
raiſed up at the laſt day, and come forth with 
bodies, hke to his, in his now exalted ſtate, 
ſpiritual, immortal, and glorious. Of this 
the apoſtle thus aſſures his brethren, © it 
* Chriſt be in you, the body 1s dead becauſe 
* of ſin, but the ſpirit is life becauſe of 
* righteouſneſs; but if the ſpirit of him that 
« raiſed up Jeſus from the dead, dwell in 
you, he that raiſed up Chriſt from the 

dead ſhall alſo quicken your mortal bo⸗ 
dies, by his ſpirit that dwelleth in you.” 

Such, then, is the abſolute certainty of 
God's bringing thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus with 
him, at the end of time, as here argued from 
the firm perſuaſion and truth of the death and 
reſurrection of Jeſus. 

Having thus illuſtrated, in their order, the 
ſeveral branches of the text, it remains to 
make an improvement of them ſuited to the 
preſent mournful ſolemnity; and with this 
view permit me to requeſt, and engage the 
continuance of your attention to the follow- 
ing refletions. 

I. How great a loſs to the world and to 
the Churches of Chriſt in it, and how juſtly 
to 
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| to be lamented, is the death of goed men; 
eſpecially, of men eminent for their ſtations, 
their piety, their abilities, and their ule- 
fulnels ! 

The righteous are * the excellent of the 
© earth,” © the ſalt of the world,” and the 
pillars which ſupport it, therefore, when any 
of them are taken away, this is a loſs to the 
world and to the church, and as ſuch, ſhould 
be laid to heart. Some valuable members of 
the church of the Theſſalonians had fallen 
aſleep. This bereaving providence was very 
diſtreſſing to their ſurviving brethren, and, 
though the apoſtle blamed them for ſorrow- 
ing immoderately, yet, he did not 8 
their ſorrowing at all. | 

You, my brethren, the church of God 
in this place, have ſuſtained a great loſs in 
the death of your late worthy and venerable 
paſtor, and with this 1t becomes you to be 
ſuitably affected. 

With reſpect to paſtors, and their long 
continuance with you, you have been uncom- 

monly favoured by the great head of the 
churches. You enjoyed, for forty years, 
the labours of an excellent puritanical man, * 
who raiſed your intereſt from a * low be- 
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ginning to an exceedingly large and reſpec- 
table ſociety; and, ſince that, for conſider- 
ably above forty years more, you have been 
bleſſed with another paſtor, who was among 
you © a burningand a ſhining light,” a man of 
great miniſterial abilities, © a ſcribe well in- 
5 ſtrutted in the kingdom of God,” a very 
popular, and yet, a very judicious preacher, 
who excelled, in particular, as an expoſitor 
of the ſcriptures, and whole labours have 
been crowned with abundant ſucceſs; and 
ye are witnelses and God allo, how holily 
& and juſtly and unblameably ne behaved 
e himſelf among you. 

But, now he has finiſhed his courſe and is 
gone, and though you ought to be thankſul o 
God who ſpared him with you lo many years, 
and to ſo advanced a period of lite, yet in 
his death you have ſuſtained a loſs, under 
which you ſhould be humbled ard grieved. 
He could not, indeed, through thoſe many 
bodily infirmities which increaled upon him 
towards the latter part of his life, miniſter 
to you in public, as he had done, while health 
and ſtrength were continued, yet without 
doubt he frequently offered earneſt prayers 
for you in private, and the loſs of the prayers 


of an eminently good man, who, like Jacob 
66 has 
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has power with God,” is no trifling loſs 
"Yet, while you juſtly lament the death of your 
late aged and well beloved paſtor, how kind 
a providence is it, that you are not now left 
* as ſheep without a ſhepherd: but, that God 
has given you another “ paſtor according to 
* his own heart, who is in the prime and 
vigour of life, who was much approved by 
your late ſpiritual father, and is well qualified 
to © feed you with knowledge and under- 
jo ſtanding ; * ;” whom therefore it is your duty, 
and it will be your wiſdom, to adhere to, and 
* eſteem very highly in love for his works 
RR 

2. How © bleſſed are the dead who have 
e died in che Lord;” they © fleep in Jeſus; 
* reſt from their labours, and their works do 


„„ follow them. 


The preſeat world is to the ſervants of God 
a ſtate of trial and warfare, in which they 
paſs through tribulation on their way to the 
kingdom of God; and very often, the more 
abundant the grace beſtowed upon them is, 
the greater in proportion are the afflictions 
with which they are exerciſed. 

Your late paſtor laboured for many years 
under an infirm ſtate of health and ſpirits, 
which was a great interruption and hindrance 
to 
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to him in attending to the duties of his ſacred 
office; and in the courſe ol his miniſtry he met 
with other trials of a different kind, which 
were very painful and diſtreſſing : but now 
* the days of his mourning are ended ” —He 
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is fallen aſleep in Jeſus, ” and entered upon 
the poſſeſſion of © that reſt which remains for 
* the people of God. 

We are directed to © mark the perfect man 
and to behold che upright, for the end of that 
e man is peace ;” and ſuch was the end of your 
late dear paſtor. I am well informed, he 
was in the proſpect of death, perfectly com- 
nk and expreſſed a lively hope and per- 
ſuafion of being happy in Chriſt Jeſus : for 
though he ſpoke but little during his laſt ill. 
neſs, becauſe his weakneſs rendered ſpeaking 
unealy to him, yet, what he ſaid was the 
language of faith, of patience, and of hope, 
And, that your death, firs, may be thus 
peaceful and happy, © remember him who 
had the rule over you, and who has ſpoken 
* unto you the word of God; whoſe faith 
* follow, conſidering the end of his conver» 
* ſation. * 

Farther, 3dly. How certain is it, that you, 
among whom he has long laboured, ſhall have 
a meeting with your late paſtor at the day of 

Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's coming; and how ſolicitous ſhould 
you be, that it may be a happy meeting! 

Vou have often, with great pleaſure, and 
many of you with much edification, ſeen his 
face and heard his voice from this pulpit, but 
that face you will in this place ſee, that 
voice you will hear no more; and at the 
thought of this, well may © ſorrow fill your 
hearts, and tears your eyes. 

But, though you ſhall ſee your late paſtor 
no more 1n this world, yet you ſhall meet hum - 
again at the end of time ; for he will then be 
one of that vaſt and glorious company, 
whom the Lord Jeſus will bring with him, 
and will make among them a diſtinguiſhed 
figure. 

He ſhall then be called upon to give an ac- 
count of his miniſtry, which, I truſt, he will do 
with comfort, and hear his maſter ſay to him, 
* well done good and faithful ſervant, 
* enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” And, 
I hope, brethren, that many of you wil then 
be © his crown of rejoicing. ” 

But will this, firs, be the caſe with all of 
you? Shall you then all have a happy meet- 
ing with your late miniſter, before the divine 
tribunal? Alas! has he not, to ſome of 


you, preached the goſpel in vain, and left 
33 you 


you © dead in treſpaſſes and fins?” And if 
this ſhould continue to be your character and 
ſtate to the end of life, how dreadful will it be 
to have thoſe holy hands which have often 
been ſtretched forth towards you, in earneſt 
prayers, in gracious offers, and in ſolemn ex- 
hortations, lifted up againſt you, in appro- 
bation of the tremendous ſentence of damna- 
tion, which ſhall then be paſſed upon you! That, 
this may not be your ſad condition, at that 
dreadful day, when the door of mercy ſhall 
be ſhut, * now” while it “is the accepted 
* time, and the day of ſalvation,” * break 
* off your {ins by repentance, ” and come to 
God by Jeſus Chriſt; and having neglected 
to hear your late miniſter while living, hear 
him now, hear him in the ſolemn and affect- 
ing form of death, in which your eyes have 
juſt beheld him, and in which he ſeems to ſay 
to you, © awake to righteouſneſs and fin not.” 
Once more, 4thly. What great encourage- 
ment have the ſervants and people of Chriſt, 
to cleave to him © with purpoſe of heart, 
and to perſevere in his ſervice to the end! 
Like them, Sirs, who have gone before us, 
we muſt expect to meet with tribulation in 
the world, and to be called to © endure hard, 
* nels, as the ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt;” eſpeci. 
ally 
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ally muſt we expect it, who, in theſe giddy 
times, are engagedin the work of the miniſtry, 
but, © let none of theſe things move us; 
amidſt them all, let us firmly adhere to our 
divine maſter, and faithfully “ ſerve him 
* with our ſpirits, ” in preaching his goſpel ; 
knowing, that when the days of our trial and 
warfare are accompliſhed, we“ ſhall ll aſleep 
* in Jeſus,” go to be © preſent with him ;” 
when he ſhall appear, ſhall appear with him 
in glory,” and © receive from him, the 
chief ſhepherd, crowns of righteouſneſs 
*« and life, which ſhall not fade away.” In the 
hope and proſped of this, let us © be ſted- 
t faſt and unmoveable, always abounding in 
© the work of the Lord.” 

And, this advice and encouragement let 
me, in particular, addreſs to our reverend 
Brother, who, for ſeveral years, © as a ſon 


with a father,” hath ſerved with the late 


aged paſtor of this church in the goſpel of 
Chriſt, and, to whom, in his preſent provi- 
dence the Loxp ſeems to ſay, as he did to 
Joſhua, © Moſes my ſervant is dead—but, 
5* as I was with Moſes, ſo I will be with thee : 
ce J will not fail thee nor forſake thee, and, 


& therefore, be ſtrong and of good courage.” 
Laſtly, 
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Laſtly. How nearly does it concern us all 
to ſeek an intereſt in Chriſt Jeſus; and © if we 
* have” already © received him, to walk in 
him!“ 

We have now, ſirs, been the ſpectators of 
another inſtance of mortality, and, as cer- 
tainly as the late eminent ſervant of Chriſt 
has died out of our world and been this 
evening carried to his long home, ſo ſure is 
it, that, every one of us ſhall be called out 
of time into eternity, and our mortal remains 
be depoſited in © the houſe appointed for all 
* hving;” and how ſoon this may happen 
we know not. 

A proſpect this; how ſerious, how ſolemn, 
and how intereſting! In the view of it what 
pains ſhould we take, to © win Chriſt and be 
found in him,” that, it may be well with us, 
when we come to die, and ſtill better, in the 
great day of judgment ; and if we have been 
taught our need of Chriſt, and © have fled 
* him for refuge, as the hope ſet before 
„us, what © diligence ſhould we give, to 
0 make our calling and election ſure”— 
« building up ourſelves on our moſt holy 
faith, praying in the Holy Ghoſt, keeping 
« ourſelves in the love of God, and looking 


« for the mercy of our Lord Jeſus, unto 
* eternal 
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eternal liſe. — that, at his ſecond coming, 
an entrance may be miniſtered to us abun- 

* dantly into his everlaſting kingdom !” 
* Now, unto him who 1s able to keep us 
1 « from falling, and to preſent us faultleſs 
5 before the preſence of his glory with ex- 
cc ceeding joy, to the only wiſe God, our 
Saviour, be glory and majeſty, dominion 
* and power, both now and ever. Amen,” 
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HAT, «ian. whois born of a woman, 
is of few days and full of trouble, 

is a truth confirmed a illuſtrated by con- 
ſtant obſervation and experience. In the 
expreſſive but figurative language of the 
holy oracles, it is declared, as for man, 
* his days are as graſs, as a flower of the 
© field, ſo he flouriſheth.“— The graſs 
« withereth, the flower fadeth.” He | God] 
* turneth man to deſtruttion, and faith, re- 
© turn ye children of men.” 

Not excepting an individual, all mankind 
may adopt and apply to themſelves, with 
truth and-propriety, the language of Job, 
* I know, that thou wilt bring me-to death, 
and to the houſe appointed for all living,” 
D 3 — If 
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—** If I wait, the grave is mine houſe.” 
Ves; the grave, is 
« The appointed place of rendezvous, 
“ Where all the travellers meet.” “ 
Man's time for acting his part on the 
great theatre--of the world being elapſed, 
he is removed, as it were, behind the curtain, 
and diſappears, and“ his place ſhall know 
* him no more.” 5 
Such is the caſe at death; and death 
may juſtly be conſidered as a curſe on the 
human race, ſince it was occaſioned by fin- 
Tke firſt man was threatened with it, 
ſhould he diſobey the divine injunction: 
In the day that thou eateſt thereof, thou 
* ſhalt ſurely die.” From the moment 
of his tranſgreſſion, therefore, he became 
mortal himſelf; and, having been conſtituted 
the covenant head and repreſentative of his 
poſterity, he entailed death upon them all. 
This accords with the apoſtle's account of the 
matter, who ſays, by one man fin entered 
. into the world, and death by ſin; and ſo 
« death paſſed upon all men, for that all 
< have finned.” The firſt parents of the hu- 
man race, accordingly, returned to the 
„ earth,” out of which the body was origi- 
nally formed, and they have been followed 
by theirchildren, in every age. One ge- 
*© ncration 
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& neration paſſeth away” after another. 
And this effect of fin will not ceaſe, fo as 
that, any of mankind ſhall be exempted from 
the ſtroke of death, except thoſe who ſhall 
be found alive at the coming of the Lord. 
And even they ſhall experience a change 
ſomething ſimilar to that occaſioned by dy- 
ing; © we ſhall not all ſleep, but we ſhall 


„all be changed, in a moment, in the 


“ twinkling of an eye, at the laſt trump.” 

Young men and maidens, old men and 
children, the rich and the poor, the righteous 
and the. wicked, ſtand alike expoſed to the 
aſſault of the King of terrors. We mult all 
ſhortly meet and encounter that powerful 
and deſtructive enemy, and ſuffer a tempo» 
rary defeat, for © there is no man that hath 
 * power over the ſpirit to retain the ſpirit ; 


* neither hath he power, in the day of death.“ 


The laſt enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed 
« ig death; and, till he be deſtroyed, he 
will continue to rage and ſpread deſtruction 
through the world, ſubje& only to the divine 
controul. He will diſſolye all the important 
and pleaſing natural connections which ſubſiſt 
among human beings in this world. With 
a reſiſtleſs force, he tears children from the 


arms of their parents, parents from their 
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children, and, as in the inſtance before us, 
the faithful, affectionate, and beloved, paſtor | 
from his flock. 

And ſo great a change doth the body ſuf. 
fer by dying, that thole who before were 
the delight of our eyes ſoon become of. 

fenſive, and we are obliged to bury our dead 
out of our ſight. © Duſt thou art, and unto 
*. duſt ſhalt thou return.” The remains there- 
fore of our late very aged, venerable, and 
honored, friend and father in the miniſtry. 
we muſt now commit to the ground as duſt. 
to duſt. 

Oh grave! grave! when wilt thou ſay, 
* it is enough? When wilt thou ceaſe to 
drag the ſons of Adam down to thy dark 
_ © abodes ? And wilt thou not ſpare even the 

learned, wiſe, and reverend head? Well 
* then, take the poor remains: take all that 
is mortal; take the vile body, (the foul is 
c gone beyond thy reach;) take and crumble 
it to duſt if thou wilt; hold it in thy 

© gloomy territories for ever, if thou canſt, 
But I defy thy power, by the authority 
of him who has ſaid,” Iwill ranſom them 
* from the power of the grave; I will re- 


" derm them from death; O death, I will be 
vs thy 
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* thy plagues; O grave] vill be thy deſtrue- 


« tion.” © The hour is coming when, all that 
are in the graves, ſhall hear his voice, and 
* {ſhall come forth;” and when thou ſhalt 
* let go thy hold, and ſurrender the captive, 

Where is thy victory, grave! 

Death is not the end of man, though it 
is indeed a very folemn i important and deci- 
ſive event, in the courſe of his exiſtence. The 
ſoul, which lately animated the body before 
us, is now exiſting in the world of ſpirits. 
And the body itſelf is but, as it were, fallen 
aſleep; and ſhall he mingled with the duſt, 
only till the relurrettion-morning : then, 
that © corruptible ſhall put on incorruption, 
* and that mortal immortality.” 

With reſpect to behevers in Jeſus, the ever- 
laſting goſpel opens a moſt animating and 
delightful proſpect to their view. It affords 
them the moſt rational and ſure founda- 
tion for peace, under the apprehenſions 
of death and a future ſtate, by revealing. 


a ſaviour, who, by dying for them and ma- 


ing atonement for fin by his precious blood, 
took away the ſting of death, and ſo far de- 
ſtroyed that enemy that he can d no real 
injury to thoſe who die in the Lt Id. The 

redeemer, 
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redeemer, by his own reſurrection, obtained 
and ſecured an happy reſurrection for all his 
followers. © Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live 
&« alſo.” „ Chriſt is riſen, - and become 
ce the firſt- fruits of them that ſlept, for ſince 
* by man came death, by man came alſo the 
t reſurreftion of the dead. For as in 
* Adam all die, ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made 
te alive; — they that are Chriſt's at his 
5 coming.“ 

Happy for our departed friend, if he was 
one of this number ! © It he was one of this 
«© number,” did I ſay? Forgive the expreſſion; 
I chearfully recall it: for I know, that, none 
who ever had the happineſs of any acquaint- 
ance with his private and public character, 
will allow me, for a moment, to indulge a 
ſuſpicion on that head. In your view, as 
well as mine, the late very uſeful and much 
- eſteemed paſtor of this church, who was 
bowed down with age and alflictions while 
death advanced {lowly towards him, who ex- 
perienced many a weariſome day and reſtleſs 
night, is now at reſt in the preſence of his 

God; now in that world where © the inha- 
„ hitant ſhall not ſay I am fick;” now a 
ſtranger, and a ſtranger _for ever, to all 
Fe lamentation and mourning and woe.“ 


8 Bleſſed | 


* 


„ 

< Bleſſed are the dead that die in the Lord, 
* from henceforth—.” It is all bleſſedneſs to 
a believer, in reſpedt to his immortal part, 
from the moment of its ſeparation from the 
body, to all eternity; and the body will 
hereafter ſhare in that bleſſedneſs. Without 
violating any dictate of our hearts, we can 
ſay, therefore, that, we commit the body 
of our pious excellent friend to the grave, in 
ſure and certain hope of a reſurrection to 
eternal life. 

But, you muſt permit me to remark, on 
this ſolemn occaſion, that, the bleſſedneſs of 


eternal life is the portion only of thoſe who 


believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; who are 
renewed by the Holy Ghoſt © in the ſpirit 
fe of their mind ;” and who are devoted to 
him as © a peculiar people zealous of good 
* works.” The bodies of the wicked will, 
indeed, be raiſed out of their graves, but that 
event w1ll be no felicity to them. The reſur- 
rection will put them into a capacity of 
greater ſuffering, and be followed with the 
{ſentence of everlaſting puniſhment : * all 
that are in their graves—ſhall come forth; 
*© —they that have done evil, to the reſurrec- 
** tion of damnation.” ny 

Thoſe 
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Thoſe only who are yet in the land of the 
living, have an opportunity of eſcaping the 
wrath to come. There is no work nor 
* knowledge nor wiſdom, in the grave.” We 
have now the means of religion; we yet are 
favoured with the glorious goſpel, in which 
«. Chriſt 1s ſet forth crucified,” © ſet forth” 
as the effectual and accepted propitiation for 
fin, on account of which God is juſt and 
te the juſtifier of him that believeth in Jeſus.” 
At death the means of religion ceaſe, with 
reſpect to us. There is no ſalvation propoſed; 
no pardon granted ; beyond the grave, to 
fuch as die without © repentance towards 
“ God and faith towards our Lord Jeſus. 
* Chrilt.” 

The death of a fellow aaa leems, there- 
fore, to be an event which ſuggeſts. to the 
minds of ſurvivors, with peculiar emphaſis, 
that important admonition of the friend of 
finners, © Be ye alfo ready.” This is, in ef. 
fe, the language of the preſent funeral ſo- 
lemnities ; and would it not be the language 
of our departed brother, could he be per- 
mitted to. addreſs us ? But, alas! thoſe 
lips, which for ſo many years have preached 
the everlaſting golpel ; which have ſo often 
been employed in guiding and comforting 


the 
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the righteous, and in warning the wicked of 
their danger; are ngw cloſed in death. That 
tongue, which, „night and day, uttered the 
moſt affectionate and earneſt ſupplications 
and interceſſions for you, at the throne of 
grace, is now ſilent in the duſt. _ 

Being thus deprived of his labours and' 
prayers for the good of your ſouls, there is 
the greater neceſſity, that, you ſhould “ give 
* the more earneſt heed to the things which 
« ye have heard,” and attend, with more di- 
ligence and care, on the future mmiſtrations 
of your ſurviving paſtor. | 

There is this conſolation for you, under 
the preſent loſs, that, you are not left deſti- 
tute of the means of inſtruction. You may 
{lll © go in and out, here, © and find paſ- 
* ture.” May a double portion of the reli- 

ious ſpirit of the deceaſed be on the ſurvi- 
vor! And may you, brethren, * know him 
* that labours among you, and is over you 
e jn the Lord, and admoniſhes you, and 
* eſteem him very highly in love for his 
** works ſake. And be at peace among your» 


„ ſelves. Amen!“ 
IN IS. 


The Reader is requeſted to corre the following 
_ Miſtakes. 


In the Sermon. 


Page 20 Line 9 after death add — 
11 before were dele — 


25 1 after loſs place , 
26 26 for 3dly read 3. 
28 21 for 4thly read 4. 
29 11 before him dele | 
14 at the beginning blot out 
31 | 1 after life eraſe * 
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